
Welcome!
We’re waiting for everyone to enter and take a seat
before we start…
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• Welcome Addresses
• Petra De Sutter - Rector of Ghent University
• Carine Smolders – Research Director, Faculty of Economics and Business Administration
• Alexandra Köves – ESEE President

• Opening by Brent Bleys (co-chair of ESEE2026)

• Opening Keynote
• “Energy: a Capital Problem” by Lucas Chancel (Sciences Po Paris)

• Discussant: Milena Büchs (Leeds University)
• Q&A with the audience
• Chair: Bart Defloor (Ghent University)

• Outreach and Practicalities by Bart Defloor (co-chair of ESEE2026)
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Disseminate research to society at large

Build societal engagement

Make societal impact a superpower of the faculty

Connecting with society through life long learing 





Faculty of 

economics and

business 

administration

Many thanks to the organizers and all the 
volunteers (staff and students) engaged!

Have a nice conference!
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“The welfare of a nation can scarcely 
be inferred from a measurement of 
national income.”

                           Simon Kuznets, 1934
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UGent contributions to EE - (1) MERGE
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UGent contributions to EE - (2) ToBe
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UGent contributions to EE - (3) DEER
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UGent contributions to EE - (4) Sufficiency
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You?



Keynote speech by
prof. Lucas Chancel
(separate slideset)
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Energy: A Capital Problem
Discussant

ESEE Conference Ghent
30 June 2026

Professor Milena Büchs



Inequality
Tackling inequality & 
fair distribution = 
core concerns in 
ecological 
economics

Economic system
- Provisioning systems
- Universal Basic 

Services
- Capitalism
- Ecologically unequal 

exchange

Ecological Economics



Provisioning systems

Fanning, A. L., D. W. O'Neill and M. Büchs (2020). "Provisioning systems for a good life within planetary boundaries." Global Environmental Change 64: 102-135.



Universal Basic Services

Institute for Global Prosperity (2017). Social 
prosperity for the future: A proposal for 
Universal Basic Services, UCL

Coote, A. and A. Percy (2020). The case for 
universal basic services. Cambridge, Polity 
Press.

Health care
Education

Social care
Housing
Transport
Digital access

Apply UBS to energy / electricity



Capitalism

Is capitalism inherently growth dependent, or is it compatible with post-growth?

Not compatible

Imperative of continuous 
profit maximisation and 
accumulation
 
- Functioning of the 

economic system
- Social stability, 

addressing systemic 
power asymmetries

Compatible

Profits can be 
fully 
redistributed to 
society, no 
accumulation

Role of asset ownership?

How relevant to 
understanding relationship 
between capitalism and 
growth?

Is broader energy asset 
ownership seen as a step 
beyond capitalism or not?

Büchs, M., T. 
Hirvilammi, T. Webb 
and D. Leoni (2026). 
"Growth dependence of 
welfare states: a semi-
systematic review of 
drivers and policy 
responses." Lancet 
Planetary Health (in 
press)



Ecologically unequal exchange

Exports and imports of embodied labour (hours) by the global South, 1995–2021
Hickel, J., M. Hanbury Lemos and F. Barbour (2024). "Unequal exchange of labour in 
the world economy." Nature Communications 15(1): 6298.

Asset ownership Ecologically unequal 
exchange

?
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Co-chair of ESEE2026

June 30th, 2026





43



8/19/2026 44



Just Judges The Lamb
The 

spectators

The
City

Nature

Who protects the 
common good

What do people aim for?

What does society 
look like?







Practicalities
by prof. Bart Defloor
Co-chair of ESEE2026

June 30th, 2026
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Booklet backside
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• Whatsapp: community ESEE2026
• Number of groups

• Internet / WIFI: Eduroam or login and 
password

June 30th, 2026



Opening reception

• Belgian
• Fries
• Beers
• Mayonaise

• Brazzmatazz

8/19/2026 51
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