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ESEE2026 — Opening Ceremony

Welcome Addresses
* Petra De Sutter - Rector of Ghent University
* Carine Smolders — Research Director, Faculty of Economics and Business Administration
* Alexandra Koves — ESEE President

Opening by Brent Bleys (co-chair of ESEE2026)

Opening Keynote
* “Energy: a Capital Problem” by Lucas Chancel (Sciences Po Paris)
* Discussant: Milena Buchs (Leeds University)
* Q&A with the audience
* Chair: Bart Defloor (Ghent University)

Outreach and Practicalities by Bart Defloor (co-chair of ESEE2026)
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SOCIETAL VALUE
CREATION

Accreditation for the entire Faculty

AACSB

ACCREDITED

PRM Principles for Responsible
Management Education

SgEe. Uni

W& dniinmons,

an initiative by the

Accreditation for the Public Administration and Management programs

Europearn Association
Jorr Public Administration
Accreditation
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ACCREDITED
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International Commission
on Accreditation of Public
Administration Education
and Training




UN Sustainable Development Goals - Number of Publications per SDG per 5 year time window
The SDGs most covered by FEB publications
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Many thanks to the organizers and all the
volunteers (staff and students) engaged!

o g

Have a nice conference!
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T3p Goucmu} Docosmert
2d Sesrion Ne. 124

NATIONAL INCOME, 1929-32

LETTER

THE ACTING SECRETARY OF COMMERCE

IN RESFONSE TO SENATE RESOLUTION NO. 220
(72D CONG.) A REPORT ON NATIONAL
INCOME, 192032

Janoany 4, 1034 —Relerred to the Comsmittes on Finance
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“The welfare of a nation can scarcely
be inferred from a measurement of
national income.”

Simon Kuznets, 1934
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GDP per capita, 1820 to 2022

GDP per capita is a country's gross domestic product divided by its population. This data is adjusted for inflation and
differences in living costs between countries.
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"The headline-making report on thie imminent global disaster facing
humanity—and what we can do about it before time runs out. “One
of the most important documents of our agef" —Anthony 'Lewis,

The New York Times
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UGent contributions to EE - (1) MERGE

The government should measure how well my country is doing by...

81% | 7%

M pr— RG pr— All Countries Average &8 S
88% | 5%

Financ - |
87% i%
MEASURING WHAT MATTERS italy |
Policy pathways to sustainable and Sr 84% | 4%
inclusive wellbeing pain _
82% | 9%
potanc - |
74% 9

Deliverable 4.2 France || G “
Survey Report: Public support for S —
Beyond GDP indicators and policy Germany _ _

frameworks in the European Union
Version 1.0 | Date 20.12.2024

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%
m using only Beyond GDP m using both but prioritizing Beyond GDP over GDP
Sttt sl b using both GDP and Beyond GDP statistics equally using both but prioritizing GDP over Beyond GDP
the European Union nor the granting authority can be held responsible for them.
m usingonly GDP Don't Know
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UGent contributions to EE - (2) ToBe

To p Be
Towards sustainable wellbeing;: Integrated policies and Tirae periad SDE/ it SEW,;ci/capita |SEWscalcapita
transformative indicators.
Inflation Rate -0,072** -0,130*** -0,287**
e ——
R&D 0,116 0,550 2,272
Govn consumption: crowding
Years of Education -0,004 -0,002 -0,004 out reported in growth
Deliverable D2.1 Population Growth -0,800*** -0,279 0,222 literature not found for
. /  welfare!
The Index of Sustainable Capital Formation 018" 0,082* omerrs /
Economic Welfare for the EU27 Goy Consiimption 06720 0,051 s 7
Trade openess: openess is
. * - .
and beyond: methodology, data Trade Openess 0021 0,005 N clated to higher GOP levels,
Ty .
and results TFE, CFE, 4 Lags of y YES YES YES . yet 'when taking

environmental costs of trade

WP2 - Empirical analysis of different processes of economic growth # Observations 648 648 648 into aCCOUnt, no relation is

Grant Agreement 101094211 found
# Clusters 27 27 27
Version 1.0 | June 2024
owartssusainable welleing: megrated polces Adjusted r2 09991 0,9991 0,9901
and transformative indicators. | SRy
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UGent contributions to EE - (3) DEER

Figure 7: Proposed Socially Acceptable Maximum Residential Indoor
Temperatures
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UGent contributions to EE - (4) Sufficiency

Ecological Economics 247 (2026) 109034

Contents lists available at ScienceDirect
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Ecological Economics

journal homepage: www.elsevier.com/locate/ecolecon
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ANALYSIS

“Having enough” is not enough: The value of “wanting more” in subjective /&&=
sufficiency measures

)
o
e ® O o

" * © - . . .
Damaris Castro , Brent Bleys o e
Dep of ics, Faculty of ics and Business Administration, Ghent University, Tweekerk 2, 9000 Ghent, Belgium ®
ABSTRACT o : ° %

The notion of sufficiency has gained considerable traction over the past decades due to its benefits for envi-
ronmental sustainability, well-being, and socio-ecological justice. However, little is known about societal - - .
readiness for sufficiency. In this article we develop single-item and aggregate measures of subjective sufficiency
in the material domain, combining two dimensions: enoughness (“on a material level, I feel that I have enough”)
and aspiration (“on a material level, I would like to have more than I currently have”). Using Flemish survey data ™= 1
from 2020 (N = 1623), we address four research objectives: assessing the prevalence and methodological validity
of the developed measures, exploring socio-demographic and personality characteristics associated with sub-
jective sufficiency, and examining its relationship with life satisfaction and subjective income sufficiency. We
find that aspiration plays a critical role in shaping aggregate sufficiency measures, and that most of the popu-
lation experiences subjective sufficiency, with prevalence ranging from 55% to 71% depending on the e
Moreover, the experience of sufficiency is more common among women, homeowners, high earners, home-
makers, and conscientious individuals, follows a nonlinear age pattern and is less common among materialistic
individuals. A four-group typology demonstrates that single-dimension approaches misclassify 24.1% of re- 0 1
spondents. Subjective sufficiency is positively associated with both life satisfaction and subjective income suf-

ficiency. The measures developed in this study provide valuable tools for gauging subjective sufficiency Enoughness
experiences, which could offer insights into psychological preconditions for sufficiency practices. Ultimately, our

findings guide policymakers with tools to identify population segments differing in their readiness for sufficiency

transitions.
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Sustainable and inclusive wellbeing

@ Universal basic services @ Wealth tax @ Energy communities

@ Basicincome @ Maximum income @ Granting rights to nature

@ Care income @ High inheritance tax @ Mandatory building isolation
Policy instruments ® Job guarantee @ Credit guidance @ Payments for ecosystem services

@ Working time reduction @ Green and socially sustainable

public procurements Participatory civil dialogues

@ Wellbeing budgets

@ Tax luxuries with high footprint Future Generations Act — pr-
@ Responsible R&l

Policy monitoring Enforcementmechanisms

MEASURING WHAT MATTERS
Governance Political targets Taxonomy mechanisms
Policy pathways to sustainable and

Policy evaluation inclusive wellbeing

o Technical infrastructure @ Metrics @ Models @ Accounts

Ecosystems / biophysical foundation

Accessto social o Labour policies Economic systems & Climate, environment, Democratic

p " 4 Overarching
protection and services and care economy transformation and resources governance
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Counting What Counts

A Compass of Progress for
People and Planet

U
¥ Nations ON BEYOND GDP

June 30", 2026

nited REPORT OF THE SECRETARY-GENERAL'S
INDEPENDENT HIGH-LEVEL EXPERT GROUP

Figure 1: Trends of key dimensions of progress compared to GDP
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Energy: A Capital Problem
Discussant

ESEE Conference Ghent
30 June 2026

Professor Milena Blichs



LUCAS CHANCEL

ENERGIE

INEGALITES

UNE HISTOIRE
POLITIQUE

ECOHISTOIRES

SEUIL

Ecological Economics

Inequality
Tackling inequality &
fair distribution =
core concernsin
ecological

economics

Economic system

- Provisioning systems

- Universal Basic
Services

- Capitalism

- Ecologically unequal
exchange



Provisioning systems

BIOPHYSICAL RESOURCE USE

Planetary Natural
Processes Resources
Carbon cycle, Energy,
Hydrological Water,
cycle, Materials,
Biogeochemical Land,
cycles,
Land-system
change,

Fanning, A. L., D. W. O'Neilland M. Buchs (2020). "Provisioning systems for a good life within planetary boundaries." Global Environmental Change 64: 102-135.

SOCIAL OUTCOMES
OWNG 5,
PO (s )(2\
IS PN Individual Human
°~ ' o .:.: \VU Need Satisfiers Well-being
{ / 1
. ! :ri' Access to Energy, )
ma—— 1 Nutrition, Life
emeeeeee : ¥ e , satisfaction,
e i I Health,
'.'. ....... . |':
--------- I Collective
! el
Energy:, Need Sat.lsflers -—
o X Equality,
gé/ . Democracy,
A*W \".\\—

Provisioning Elements
and Relationships

@ Households

@z Commons

@@ State

30 Markets

% Techniques

il Material Stocks
() Feedbacks

., Power Relations

ENERGY




Universal Basic Services

Institute for Global Prosperity (2017). Social
prosperity for the future: A proposal for
Universal Basic Services, UCL

HEALTHCARE

EDUCATION

" DEMOCRACY +
LEGAL SERVICES

SHELTER
FooD
TRANSPORT

INFORMATION

Coote, A. and A. Percy (2020). The case for
universal basic services. Cambridge, Polity
Press.

| &

the case for

UNIVERSAL
BASIC SERVICES
ANNA COOTE
ANDREW PERCY

Apply UBS to energy / electricity

Health care
Education

Social care
Housing
Transport
Digital access



Capitalism

Is capitalism inherently growth dependent, or is it compatible with post-growth?

Not compatible

Imperative of continuous
profit maximisation and

accumulation

Functioning of the

economic system
Social stability,
addressing systemic
power asymmetries

Compatible

Profits can be
fully
redistributed to
society, no
accumulation

Role of asset ownership?

How relevant to
understanding relationship
between capitalism and
growth?

Is broader energy asset

ownership seen as a step Bichs, M., T.
be d itali t? Hirvilammi, T. Webb
yond capitalism or not: and D. Leoni (2026).
"Growth dependence of

welfare states: a semi-
systematic review of
drivers and policy
responses." Lancet
Planetary Health (in
press)



Ecologically unequal exchange

raw material equivalents embodied energy
Imports 20
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Hickel, J., M. Hanbury Lemos and F. Barbour (2024). "Unequal exchange of labour in
the world economy." Nature Communications 15(1): 6298.
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What does society
look like?

The Lamb

What do people aim for?




how we see the world right now

« STOP ,

R i |

everyone judges
“post or it didn’t
GET T

T ESEE2026




how we see the world in 20 years

BE LIKE rygyy
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vierNulvier

Booklet backside conterence

Walking Dinner
@ VierNulVier

Thursday June 2nd
Badges and lanyards from 18:30 onwards
will be re-used after

* Whatsapp: community ESEE2026 Esee2025 vereee

Please deposit them in the box
at the entrance of Tweekerken

* Number of groups e 5 e

* Internet / WIFI: Eduroam or login and

(9 WhatsApp 7 SINT-BAAFS conftool

p a S SWO rd You can jointhe “ Visit the Check out

ESEE2026 WhatsApp Mystic Lamb the full ESEE2026
community for inthe St. Bavo programme in
informal meetups and Cathedral ConfTool
gatherings

Eduroam is available Or, alternatively, you can join the “guest wifi” via:
everywhere on the Network:  UGentGuest
campus

Login: guestEsee20

Password: gsRW7wRx
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Opening reception

* Belgian
* Fries
* Beers
* Mayonaise

e Brazzmatazz
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